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The wall was publicly
presented as a protective
measure for Roma children.
In reality, official statements
revealed that its purpose was
to “protect other citizens”
from the Roma community.

TRUE INTENTIONS










PUBLIG MEETINGS







PISE - GLOSE ASSOGIATES OF THE MAYOR
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Key civil society actors
remained silent.
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= The representatives of Romani Criss
stopped responding to phone calls from
Roma community members.

= Without legal or institutional support,
and under sustained pressure from the
mayor and local authorities, the
affected Roma families eventually
withdrew their criminal complaint.






US AND SWEDEN

| was invited by the
Embassies of the United
States and Sweden to
contribute to presentations
addressing the situation of
the Roma community in
Baia Mare.
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FEW DAYS LATER



S _
TN

o A S .-
v.“\)/-"—..
Lo~e

g l.f...

(Yl
s

-




’

!

A

A o S1* 7Y
" 5 "0_' ’ -
» .\\ y ".'
‘.. - »
aoL -
."' '..A ] : e c‘
A0 |0 » B paals=s
5 .c... :‘ _‘F' ’ - & - =
e oyt "".“" :‘:. ‘0 ‘-".,.
- ..f‘l}('/‘.-_:’ ','
Uu.-gnu*a o LU A
L 3 i A
. F.aul" ’..- ","...‘, " q:); ‘n(l.-l .‘..
) - . — ) ’
) v"' s
'Qx'.'.'ML' )(.um).n- oRG
. T A . i b 11 M v - F
» !
s Y Wt
C'-.w'.‘f-.lrn i e . W
- o.-'o" -".0 F,“ : -\ _-.-
L et
| g1are’ gsiot Lar: BT 8
EF’\C?’\».UX_- e e
- st - .' 3
» : .o, : """"‘U;".‘ ‘ : :
- l._ A s 4 ¥
p ) 1 r ir - r
et WL g DTV
y , | A 10 5
; :"o C.:t ! -
- I N1, . .
T T4 ATy
o \\- . o







5 .

e

il

o :
Cris vl W,

0

b..u-uvv. .vﬂ\ -












v | Y lf.\r f.r
A \ \J N , —
f«-l( - . : :
L // . %
<O
. Y .
4
| Y
N/
IR
- I | 4
- f
|
. -
— e Y ~
UL . .
™~ > - _— —
-~ : ‘ -
“(\ \" : : - g -~
- U= &
Niae B < —
: . -
: 3 e ] y
— 5 -
\v‘* i /(I//cy' -~ . >
O @ &
— /-..... . o P
_ -
L - -
\ \
& f:.. f\ )
N <> .

ZUIS VUITTON ¥ - i
S_— n -— . o X |
y ﬁ LOU| S VI ) I \F/ LOUIS VUII FON 4 <- A., <

< %) ‘ y

v l? & - Lo | J L A ) ]
/ | . A . |\~|4.(|.\ T.)T, _ v ~ _&..... £
U 2 A . I\ " H A’ I.’I & A ol > \\l-' * '}
" - G e " ' "ol " ' P
- ol b ) - ' “r nﬂv \Wur _\o/ I\ N ) Ny ) y, 7\ \.l 4 .
> ¥/ \r/ - y R v <= <> . A i X 2 . &> < ' 4
5 .LJ-:\ W ) ok /\... Pt d\!.- 4 ; / p * - l.ﬁ! I/\- 4 + + -‘ ' % ’ \J/ LS n
- - , ’ . <.. J . /\‘\ N\ \1 /N <..1 A -
A g ' - y . “r . . J . F 4 .
) u‘ ") o . y J
S — p. » N FA Y v ’ p
B — ¢ (<) o N N 5\ o) \
= - Ny WA, VY . NS \
1 -~ o "3 E - L w, e b

i\ 4
- \\\ Au -
+ |. ,u.. . .
— Mg o y
o~ ‘. _
. “:?-_2_- R T r Al
. _....‘\ -~ : _Q~~.M-_~H
.“ ; \ FRipanm’ ‘.f.
- — - . e _ v e
— <n s
= : ——
s & . . I~ > =y e ) N
. - - A\
B o -










—— -

BBl e i e .




MUGUR, 2024

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

= Between 2011 and 2012, |
contributed to Amnesty
International country reports
and related advocacy activities
concerning forced evictions
and Roma rights in Romania.

PUSHED T0
THE MARGINS

Five storie_s o_f Rorpa
forced evictions in
Romania

AMNESTY ﬁz
INTERNATIONAL
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OPENLETTER

In 2013, | addressed an open
letter to non-governmental
organizations, outlining the
concrete steps required to
obtain the demolition of the
segregation wall.

No organization responded.



OPENLETTER

In 2014, | addressed an open
letter to students of the
University of Arts in Cluj, after
they were misled by the mayor
of Baia Mare into vandalizing the
segregation wall under the
pretext of turning it into an
artistic intervention.



AD INSULT TO INJURY

In a public statement, Mayor
Catalin Chereches referred to
the segregation wall using
dehumanizing metaphors,
further reinforcing the
discriminatory narrative
surrounding the Roma
community.



OPENLETTER T0 THE PRESIDENT OF ROMANIA



= |n January 2015, | addressed an open
letter to the President of Romania
regarding the situation of the Roma
community in Baia Mare and the
existence of the segregation wall.



JANUARY 201

In January 2015, | was invited to
the Presidential Palace (Cotroceni)
by the President of Romania. On
that occasion, | handed over a
photographic album and an open
letter detailing the situation of the
Roma community in Baia Mare.



unicef ¢

Gemeinsam fur Kinder

Doutschos Nomitae Tul LINICEF &

HONINQet Weo 104 5090% Kaln

Schirmbeiscn - Danla HSCho It
Vorsitrenoes D¢ Jurgen Horaous

Geschalisiuhroes CHhiistian Schnecor

Vareinsreqister VR 5068

Spoendensonio 00000 Bank tur

Sos hl.‘.tﬂt',"-.ﬂ'. Khiln p“.‘,- 170 20 '.". n

IBAN. DEST7 3702 0500 0000 3000 0 0
BIC: BFSWDE3IXXX

Telephone +49 (0) 221-93650-218
20 November 2014

#sWetheChildren

Dear Mugur,

We are dghghted_to send you three copies of the illustrated book “We the Children” to which
you cor_\tnbu\ed significantly with your photo images of photo reportages. Together with the
magazine GEO and Edition Lammerhuber, UNICEF Germany presented the book at

Erankfurt Book Fair, a documentation of which you will find enclosed. ,ltis a volume that

cannot soothe and offers comfort in only @ few pictures. It rather reveals the to-do-list of

nternational politics and of many specific countries and societies in the anniversary year of
the Convention on the Rights of the Child — everything that has remained paper and not
become a reality yet', writes editor peter-Matthias Gaede in the preamble.

In this 296 page volume 45 photographers who participated in the competition UNICEF
Photo of the Year document in moving and partially disturbing photo reportages the
children’s will to survive and their strength despite the dreadful circumstances they live In —
as much as the happy parts of childhood and the dreams children have. The reason for this
project is, as you know, the 25" anniversary of the United Nations Convention on the Right of

the Child on 20 November 2014. The book title ,We the Children® takes up the opening
phrase in the UN Charta We the peoples of the United Nations'.

The book is available in bookstores at a price of 49.90 Euro. We would be delighted if you
| media. On gww.unicef de/wethechildren

could draw attention to it for example, vid socia ' _
vill find all informatnon_regardmg We the

and at UNICEF Germany s facebook page you Vv MAUGE
N s AR fiARenquestions please do not hesitate 10 contact me.

Wethe(',h'\\dren
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EVAGUATION BY HUNGER

= A City Council decision abruptly prohibited the raising of livestock throughout Baia
Mare, with explicit exceptions granted to non-Roma neighborhoods.

= As a result, Roma communities in Craica and Pirita were deprived of their primary
means of subsistence.

= This measure effectively amounted to eviction through economic deprivation.



In 2020, legal proceedings were
initiated to obtain the demolition
of the segregation wall.

In 2021, the first court hearing
took place at the Baia Mare
Court, together with the
association’s legal counsel.



At the end of 2023, the former
mayor received a final prison
sentence of five years.

He subsequently attempted to
evade justice by fleeing the
country, but was apprehended
by law enforcement authorities
in Germany.

ARRESTED




IN 2024, A FINAL COURT RULING ORDERED THE DEMOLITION OF THE SEGREGATION WALL WITHIN THREE MONTHS OF FORMAL NOTIFICATION.









INVITATION

= | invite Roma communities and Roma civil society organizations to:
— formally request the Municipality of Baia Mare to comply, without delay, with the final
court ruling ordering the demolition of the segregation wall;
— request transparent information regarding the timeline for the implementation of the
works;
— be present in Baia Mare at the moment the wall is finally dismantled.

= | dedicate this legal victory to all Roma people in Romania and beyond.
It stands as proof that, through perseverance, solidarity, and integrity, systemic
injustice can be challenged and overcome.

= Let us tear down this wall together.






GONTEXT AND PERSONAL GONSEQUENGES

= As a result of this work, | have been subjected to repeated intimidation and
harassment, including the vandalization of my car in 2012.
| was publicly labeled by the mayor of Baia Mare as “Public Enemy No. 1”.

= Despite this, the situation in Baia Mare has been documented and presented
internationally through major media productions and exhibitions, including the BBC
documentary “Living with the Roma”, exhibitions at the European Parliament, and
international photojournalism festivals.



WHY | GONTINUE ThiS WORK










MUGUR VARZARIU, 2024

| HAVE MANY REASONS...

While working on an Amnesty
International country report, | once
entered a shack in Craica late in the
evening, drawn by a light.

There was no electricity. The family
was working by flashlight.

A man who had previously told me
that everything he owned came from
the garbage dump was carefully
assembling an old picture frame.
Inside it, he had arranged photographs
| had given him a year eatrlier.

This is why | do this work.







TO THE ATTENTION OF THE PRESIDENT OF
ROMANIA, MR. NICUSOR DA




= Message to the President of Romania, Nicusor Dan

Dear Mr. President,

After 14 years of sustained civic engagement,
professional work, and personal dedication, | have
obtained a final court ruling ordering the demolition of
the ethnic segregation wall in Baia Mare — a structure
that violates not only constitutional principles, but also
fundamental norms of human dignity and equality.

This initiative was carried out entirely outside
institutional frameworks, without public funding and
without political backing, driven solely by the conviction
that Romania can and must acknowledge and correct the
injustices of its recent past.

With the legal process now concluded, the remaining
and essential step is the effective enforcement of the
ruling. The demolition of the wall requires administrative
coordination and public resources, and it would be both
unreasonable and unjust for a private citizen to assume
financial responsibility for an obligation that rests, legally
and morally, with the Romanian state.

As the President of Romania, | respectfully request that
you instruct the competent institutional authorities to
take the necessary measures to enforce the final court
decision and proceed with the demolition of the wall.

Beyond its material existence, this wall remains a
powerful symbol of institutional failure and ethnic
segregation. Its removal would represent not only the
execution of a legal obligation, but also a clear signal
that the rule of law, accountability, and respect for
human dignity are once again guiding principles of the
Romanian state.

For your reference, | am attaching a detailed
documentary presentation outlining the history of the
case, the long-standing institutional inaction, and the
legal process that led to the final ruling.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

With respect,
Mugur Varzariu
Documentary Photographer & Human Rights Advocate


















mai multe detalii despre implicarea sociala a lui Mugur
Varzariu si Loving Colours puteti gasi aici:

ultimaora@me.com WwWw.mugurvarzariu.com

Acest proiect este creatla artistica a autorului, sens in care
beneficiaza de protec:tla legala conferita de Iege de la
momentul aducerii sale la cunostinta publica. Autorul este
cel care decide daca, in ce mod’ si cand opera va fi utilizata.
Orice utilizare sau transformare fara drept a creatiei
artistice reprezinta o fapta delictuala.


mailto:ultimaora@me.com

THANK YOU



