
filmmaker, documentary photographer, advocate for change

MUGUR VĂRZARIU?
WHO IS



Nephew of Gheorghe, a 
Romanian peasant who 
resisted collectivization.

GHEORGHE 



- A kid who always stood by his friends 

- A teen for whom the saying “a bowed head avoids the sword” held no meaning

A REBEL WITH A CAUSE









- he student whose school board banned a teacher from teaching his class 

- The only student ever invited home by the college director, one year after graduation

THE STUDENT FROM CLASS A







- After graduating high school in 1989, he went to France and Italy—not to work, but to 
discover the universal values he had only read about in books

THE EXPLORER









- Graduate of the Academy of Economic Studies 

- EMBA graduate 

- Completed 3 years of law studies—not to practice law, but to grow through 
understanding

THE SCHOLAR





- Husband to Florina and father 
to Marc and Aron 

- 26 years of marriage

FAMILY MAN
BLESSED



- Over 15 years of corporate experience 

- Four years with Unilever USCE 

- Strategic planner at Grey Worldwide, Tempo Advertising, and Saatchi & Saatchi 

- Founder of Trout & Partners Romania (marketing strategy and positioning)

THE STRATEGIST







- A passionate supporter and believer in education. 

- He spoke in schools and high schools, both in Romania and abroad. He organized 
monthly meetings and a visit to Valea Plopului for students from IL Caragiale High 
School. He talked to young people about human rights, respect, compassion, and the 
fight against racism, misogyny, extremism, xenophobia, and more.

THE SUPPORTER OF EDUCATION









- Since 2006, he has written on a wide range of social, political, and economic topics

THE SOCIAL WRITER 





- The Red Man (Cinepolitica Honorable Mention, IPIFF Finalist) 

- We Survive to Tell the Tale (IPIFF Finalist)

THE MOVIE MAKER





- Left the corporate world in 2010 

- Chose photography as a tool for social impact, especially in defending Roma rights 

- First Romanian photographer selected as a Canon Explorer 

- Ambassador for World Vision 

- Champion of causes: legal drugs, prostitution, segregation, access to education and 
healthcare, Holocaust remembrance, etc.

ADVOCATE FOR CHANGE











- He stopped forced evictions (in Baia Mare, Caracal, Mangalia, Focșani), secured over 
€150,000 in compensation and social housing for Roma families in Eforie Sud, won a 
final court ruling for the demolition of the segregation wall on Horea Street in Baia 
Mare, helped a police officer regain custody in court of her daughter, who had been 
held by an abusive father, and more.

THE DEFENDER OF THE VULNERABLE





















- Fought the mayor of Baia Mare 
for 14 years over the 
segregation wall—won 
demolition in 2024 

- Prevented the demolition of 
Craica, an informal Roma 
settlement, despite public 
promises to “clean the city”

PUBLIC ENEMY NO.1
MUGUR, 2025



14 years of work. Alone. 
Meetings with the mayor, 
Amnesty International, 
BBC

CRAICA - BAIA MARE



LAST TO LEAVE 

Monitored and helped 
prevent forced evictions: 
Cluj, Piatra Neamț, Eforie 
Sud, Caracal, Focșani, 
Mangalia

FIRST TO ARRIVE





- George Soros 

- Romanian Academy ‘Roma VS 
Gypsy’ 

- EU assigned Attorney 

- EU parliament

MEETINGS
MUGUR, 2025



- UNICEF POY 2011

SOCIAL WORK
RECOGNITION





Exhibition & Speech 
“Wall-Free Europe” 

EU PARLIAMENT



- Invited speaker at the 25th 
Anniversary of the fall of the 
Berlin Wall

EU PARLIAMENTARY 
HEARING

MUGUR, 2025



MEDIA EXPOSURE





- Amnesty International – commissioned & volunteer 

- Invited by embassies to speak about Roma issues 

- Invited by the World Bank to discuss housing conditions for vulnerable groups 

- Invited speaker at the European Parliament

TRUSTED PARTNER



KARMA





- His Holiness recalled their brief 
meeting and mentioned it on 
his website, during 
conferences in India and 
Washington, D.C.

THE DALAI LAMA
MUGUR, 2025



- Corporate (team building) photography workshops 

- Corporate assignments 

- Inspirational talks on human rights and using photography as a tool for change

AVAILABLE FOR



TEAM BUILDING



- Photography workshops during corporate retreats: 

- Learn how to make the most of your semi-professional camera—for personal or 
business use

TEAM BUILDING





CORPORATE ASSIGNMENTS



GM meetings, internal 
communication—your 
events don’t have to be 
dull

GM MEETING



Coverage of social 
impact initiatives, like 
HIV drug access—
pharmaceutical industry

HIV DRUG ACCESS



INSPIRATIONAL SPEAKER





- Themes: 

- Personal development 

- Strategy & determination 

- Human rights 

- Social responsibility through visual storytelling

INSPIRATIONAL SPEAKER



- Invited by high schools and 
universities: Lauder-Reut, I.L. 
Caragiale (monthly), CN Aurel 
Vlaicu, CN Grigore Moisil, 
Avram Iancu School, IEFC 
Barcelona, Tedex

SPEAKER TO YOUTH
MUGUR, 2025



- “Thank you… I admire your work.” 

- “Thank you for promoting humanity. God created us to love one another, not attack.” 

- “Thank you from a teenager who is not racist and wants to live in a free, democratic 
country where children have rights.” 

- “Your visit helped promote social responsibility and combat discrimination. Your 
examples and willingness to dialogue made a lasting impression.” 

- “Most interesting thing we’ve done during Școala Altfel.”

MESSAGES FROM KIDS ON FB



CORPORATE GETAWAY





- Start your day with coffee and 5 inspirational images shared by Mugur 

- Stories of strategy, focus, and resilience 

- Human rights and social responsibility—through photography

THE CONCEPT



Trout and Partners Romania 
Mugur Vărzariu - human rights activist and 
documentary photographer 
ultimaora@me.com 

Acest proiect reprezintă o creație artistică originală, 
protejată de legea dreptului de autor începând cu 
momentul aducerii sale la cunoștința publică. Autorul are 
dreptul exclusiv de a decide dacă, în ce mod și când opera 
va fi utilizată. Orice utilizare, reproducere, distribuire sau 
transformare a acestei creații, fără consimțământul expres 
al autorului, constituie o încălcare a drepturilor sale și 
atrage răspunderea civilă sau penală, conform legii. 

More details regarding Mugur’s social implication can be 
viewed at: www.mugurvarzariu.com


